The Beibu Gulf Declaration on Global Horseshoe
Crab Conservation
2019.6.20

Beihai, Guangxi, China

From June 15" to 20% 2019, the 4™ International Workshop on the
Science and Conservation of Horseshoe Crabs was held in
Qinzhou and Beihai, two coastal cities in the Beibu Gulf in
Guangxi and an important gateway of China’s “the belt and road
initiative”. More than 140 representatives from 18 countries and
regions gathered at the workshop to share their research,
conservation practices and public engagement cases on horseshoe
crabs; to discuss ideas about horseshoe crab conservation
strategies; and to plan for the future of a co-existence of humans

and horseshoe crabs.

In order to promote better research, conservation and education
on horseshoe crabs, the planning committee, all parties and
participants of this workshop have reached a consensus to

announce this declaration in the Beibu Gulf in Guangxi (Qinzhou

and Beihai), China:



We call for strengthening of policy making and better
enforcement: upgrade the conservation status of horseshoe crabs
in different countries and regions, and promote the revision of
relevant laws and policies for better management and
conservation; strengthen enforcement efforts on illegal harvesting

and trading of horseshoe crabs to reduce direct threats.

We look forward to more scientific investigations and research:
global distribution, population and habitat status of four
horseshoe crabs need long-term scientific investigations, so as to

provide evidence for better management and conservation.

We advocate sustainable management of horseshoe crabs:
TAL/LAL industries should regulate their blood extraction
procedures to reduce mortality rates of harvested horseshoe crabs,
and release properly afterward; horseshoe crab utilization should
be greatly reduced or stopped in areas where horseshoe crab
populations are in crisis; “No Horseshoe Crab Consumption
Campaigns” should be promoted in crisis areas to educate people
not to eat or to sell horseshoe crabs for food. We should reduce

domestic and international trade of horseshoe crabs.



We suggest to restore natural populations and protect their
critical habitats: In Asia, we encourage more artificial breeding
and release to restore fragile natural populations of threatened
horseshoe crabs; we shall identify and protect more key habitats
for horseshoe crabs to breed, hatch, and grow up, and we shall
promote the establishment and better management of more

horseshoe crab reserves.

We will promote public and multi-party participation in
horseshoe crab conservation: we shall carry out more public
education or participatory activities to deepen the public and
stakeholders’ understanding of horseshoe crab conservation, and
encourage their engagement in conservation actions. We hope

everyone can become “horseshoe crab ambassadors”.

Finally, we hope that all parties will actively carry out public
outreach activities all around the world on “International
Horseshoe Crab Day” (June 20" every year, proposed by IUCN
Horseshoe Crab Specialist Group on June 20", 2019 in Beihai) to
contribute for the collective conservation efforts of the four

horseshoe crab species.



Shou Hou Di Qiu! “Hou Hui You Q! (SF#HbBR ! #ESH W)
(Means: Conserve horseshoe crabs in the world. Let us wish the

best for horseshoe crabs!)
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