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It is always a good idea to go to the beach on such a hot

summer day! Marce and Mary are having fun building their
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Let me put up some decorations!

Mary says and places a “rock” at
the gate.
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A strange thing happens !
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“There should be a moat
around the castle!” HMarco
says excitedly. - . - —_— s
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The children stare in surprise at the “rock” , which
is creeping intc the sand.

& | )




Tegoger, BEFER: BT EREABLH - EHwHLY
FTHAZBFo G |

“Haha..." Dod lauchs, “Kids, that' s nat a rock. It' s a
horseshoe crab. It has been on earth for over 300 million
years!”
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“They bear sone reserblance to a horseshoe or o crab, but
actual ly are the relotives of spiders and scorpions. As
horseshoe crabs oppeared long befere dinosaurs and their
oppearance renains almost unchonged, they are often called
Living Fossils.” hun explains.
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“That is a horseshoe crab’ s

trail. It is making a tumnel I

towards the sea!” T 4545 + 4 B 5308 2 S Tuolp
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“Mum, it can swim, con t it?
Where is it heading?"
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" Certainly. Boby horseshoe crabs like playing

on the beaches or mudflats in Deep Ray,

Lantau Island ane Starling Inlet while

their parents |ike swirming near the shore or in

deep waters,” Mum replies . |
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“So, we just ployed with o baby

horseshee crab? It is so snall!"
the children chorus.
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“They cre tiny when they are
born. In order to grow, they
bave to ..." Mun locks ot the
eqas. The esbryos rol ling
inside lock cute.
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“It is dorgerous for baby
horseshoe crebs to stay
here without their
parents,” Mary sighs.
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“Right. Some pecple night
catch then for focd, Together
with the pollution problens,
the rurber of herserhoe crebr
hos been decreasing in recent
veers,” Mum responses.
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“Hou con we pratect then?”
Horco pogers to koow.
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"be zhoulc nat buy or eat then,ond
should avoid pol luting the sea and
beaches. If everyone con nake sone
offorts in conserving these living
fossils, our children can still see
then again 700 millicn yeors |ater.

| il It depencls on us.
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Prosoma can be [N Mault again! o ire \,A S——
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The population of horseshoe crabs has dropped dramatical ly.
Let's find cut ways to protect this "living fossil" inside
the maze so that we can see them 300 million years later!
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Horseshoe Crab Fun iFacts
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Let s protect horseshoe crabs and
see them 300 million years later
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For more details about horseshoe crabs, pleose visit:
wwiw. afed. gov. hk

HELEEE: Tanet Y. Kuok

Story and Illustration: JTanet Y. Kuwok



