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Braving mud to save horseshoe crabs
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Volunteers washing up and changing out of their diving shoes after helping to rescue horseshoe crabs at the
Mandai mudflats. They were among 86 volunteers taking part in the Nature Society (Singapore)'s Horseshoe
Crab Research and Rescue Programme, which saves horseshoe crabs that have been caught in nets and collects
data for conservation purposes. There are four species of horseshoe crabs in the world, two of which are found
in Singapore. Scientists here consider the mangrove horseshoe crab to be vulnerable to extinction and the
coastal horseshoe crab to be endangered because of irresponsible fishing and habitat loss, and the Mandai
mudflats is the only known place where these two species gather in such big numbers.
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